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3)  

4) Increase funding for public awareness campaign – ongoing need.  

 

Legislative Committee 
Anna Lambertson, M.A., International Relations Council 

Committee Chairperson 

 

 

 

Major accomplishments this past fiscal year: 

 The committee participated in a number of conference calls or attended meetings related to state 

and/or federal health issues.  

o Organizations hosting conference calls/meetings: 

 Kansas City Child Abuse Roundtable Coalition 

 Kansas Action for Children 

 Kansas Association for the Medically Underserved 

 Kansas Health Consumer Coalition 

 Missouri Health Advocacy Alliance 

 KC Regional Health Care Initiative Oral Health Access Committee 

 Missouri Children's Leadership Council 

 Missouri Task Force on Prematurity and Infant Mortality 

 

 Took action in support of  the Kansas Dental Project, creating a registered dental practitioner (mid-

level dental professional)  

http://www.mchc.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlP_e04Ip3c&feature=youtu.be


 Monitored and advocated for Missouri HB 1320 related to a mother’s right to breastfeed her child in 

public 

 Advocated for and provided testimony for the Safe Haven for Newborns legislation in Missouri that 

would expand the number of days a parent could relinquish his/her child over to a person within an 

acceptable agency to 45 days, making it consistent with Kansas and other states 

 Monitored and advocated for legislation that would create mandatory meningococcal immunizations 

for all students of Missouri public colleges/universities who live on the campus 

 Educated colleagues and the general public on the Health Insurance Marketplace in both Kansas and 

Missouri through advocacy efforts and through an educational meeting held on October 25, 2013, 

which was the Annual Legislative Program of MCHC.   

 Advocated for Medicaid expansion in Kansas and Missouri, and attended the Medicaid Expansion 

Advocacy Day in Topeka 

 Participated on the Kansas Blue Ribbon Panel on Infant Mortality, the Missouri Children's Leadership 

Council, and the Missouri Task Force on Prematurity and Infant Mortality 

Metro KC Youth Collaborative 
Ashlee Folsom, MA, Unified Government of Wyandotte County Public Health Department 

Miguel Jaramillo, Reece Commercial, A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate 

Co-chairpersons 

 

The Metro KC Youth Collaborative shall participate in and develop preventive activities that will 

improve the health and well-being of adolescents between the ages of 10 and 19 years by building 

community capacity to better address complex interrelated youth issues. 

 

Goal: 
Create a youth collaborative for the greater Kansas City area that involves youth-serving 
organizations to address the needs of youth and foster an environment for structured networking, 
facilitating the connection of these organizations and the sharing of relevant information. 

 

Major accomplishments this past fiscal year: 

 Volunteer hours provided to MCHC: 88 

 The Metro KC Youth Collaborative has continued efforts to forge a collaborative from the many 

youth-serving organizations in the metropolitan Kansas City area.  The meetings have highlighted the 

40 developmental assets of youth, as created by Search Institute, and the 5 promises of America’s 

Promise.  Search Institute is a national leader in research centering around the development of children 

and adolescents.  The Search Institute’s 40 developmental assets of youth form the basis for the 5 

promises of America’s Promise, a national organization started by General Colin Powell to mobilize 

communities to have a positive impact on children’s lives.  These aspects of youth developmental 

research and community action, in turn, create the fuel for how the Metro KC Youth Collaborative 

envisions its future activities enriching the existing efforts to assist youth.   

 The meetings of the collaborative are held on a quarterly basis in various parts of the metro 

community and have been on the following topics: 

o The Role Youth Play in Prevention 

o Out of School Time Quality Matters 

o Youth Mental Health First Aid 

o Developing a Youth Intervention Model as part of a Unified Homelessness and Housing 

Placement System 

 The collaborative worked with MCHC staff to plan the January Quarterly Meeting, focusing on how 

poverty impacts teens, especially with regard to homelessness 



 Promoted numerous community events related to youth throughout the metro area to the full Coalition 

 

Pregnancy, Infant, and Child Health Committee 
Theresa Campbell, MSN, RN, Kansas City Kansas Community College 

Committee Chairperson 

 

The committee shall participate in and develop activities that will improve pregnancy outcomes for 

mothers and promote and improve infant and child health. 

 

 

Major accomplishments this past fiscal year: 

 Volunteer hours provided to MCHC: 144 

 Held educational committee meetings on the following topics: 

o KC CARE Clinic’s Ryan White Family Case Management 

o Working with Teen Mothers through Pregnancy and Parenting- Academy of Certified Birth 

Educators  

o NAMI and its Services to People with Cognitive Behavioral Disorders 

o Fit Mom Program  

o Starfish Ministry and its work to reduce poverty 

o Navigating the Medicaid System 

o Missouri Medicaid Eligibility 

 The committee collected research articles and discussed the benefits of healthy nutrition and weight as 

they pertain to pregnancy 

 

 

 

Breastfeeding Committee 
Mariah Chrans, Uzazi Village 

Committee Chairperson 

 

The Breastfeeding Committee promotes, recognizes, and advocates breastfeeding as the healthiest 

choice for moms, babies, and families. 

 

 

 Volunteer hours provided to MCHC: 151.5 

 A Breastfeeding Welcome Here campaign was continued as the committee’s involvement with the 

Kansas Breastfeeding Coalition.  The campaign includes a window cling and other items that 

showcase which businesses are breastfeeding-friendly to customers.  The campaign is being aimed at 

businesses with customers, so they may support stores/businesses that are in favor of breastfeeding.  

This is an attempt at changing the mindset of the consumer, so that s/he is aware of purchasing power 

having an impact upon the decisions of business owners.  The overall intent is to create a 

breastfeeding-friendly shopping experience for mothers of infants/toddlers still nursing, with the goal 

to alter public opinion such that breastfeeding becomes the norm, rather than the exception.  Too many 

women stop breastfeeding due to feeling ostracized due to their infant feeding choices. 



 The Employer Support for Nursing Mothers Award has been developed to give to businesses that meet 

one of a three-tiered set of criteria—gold, silver, and bronze.  Employers who meet the criteria will be 

added to the MCHC web site and provided with an award.  Kansas employers will also be added to 

The Kansas Business Case for Breastfeeding web site, a program of the Kansas Breastfeeding 

Coalition.  The award is based upon The Business Case for Breastfeeding, a national initiative by the 

U.S. Office on Women’s Health.  This award process is to assist the public and corporations to know 

what potential employers and peer businesses are doing well in relation to provisions for employees 

who are also breastfeeding mothers and how one employer may be able to learn from another.  

o The MCHC Breastfeeding Committee has worked with the Missouri and Kansas Breastfeeding 

Coalitions to maintain relationships with each entity and to promote consistent award criteria 

throughout both states.   

o The following businesses have received the award this past fiscal year: 

 Gold Level Award Recipients 

 Truman Medical Centers – Hospital Hill 

 Silver Level Award Recipients 

 Assurant Employee Benefits 

 Children’s Mercy Hospitals & Clinics—Kansas City 

 Johnson County Department of Health & Environment 

 Liberty Hospital 

 North Kansas City Hospital 

 Priority Care Pediatrics, LLC 

 Samuel U. Rodgers Health Center 

 Shawnee Mission Medical Center 

 Unified Government of Wyandotte County and Kansas City, Kansas Public Health 

Department 

 University of Kansas Medical Center 

 Bronze Level Award Recipients 

 Clay County Public Health Center 

 Ritz Charles Overland Park 

 Through partnership with the Missouri Breastfeeding Coalition and the United Way of Greater Kansas 

City, the committee has created its first breastfeeding-specific resource guide for the Kansas City 

metro area. 

 Committee members have advocated for women to have the right to breastfeed in public.  Members 

have spoken on radio programs and talked with legislators about this issue.   

 MCHC was represented at the signing ceremony of HB 1320, making it legal for women to breastfeed 

in public or private without the fear of legal retaliation.  

 The committee has engaged nursing and dietetics students in discussions related to breastfeeding from 

a public health and medical perspective. 

 MCHC received funding from the Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City to support a 

formative evaluation of the facilitators and barriers to breastfeeding in the greater Kansas City area.  

This evaluation will help identify important factors leading to effective interventions, thus increasing 

the likelihood of positive impacts on breastfeeding initiation, continuation and exclusivity.   

 

 

http://www.mchc.net/


http://www.mchc.net/

