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Immunization Considerations for 

Internationally Adopted Children



Number of Internationally Adopted 

Children into the USA, 1999-2013

http://travel.state.gov/content/adoptionsabroad/en/about-us/statistics.html



Adoptions from Selected Countries



Vaccines and International 

Adoption

 Common vaccines in the country of origin

– Bacillus Calmette-Guérin (BCG)

– Diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (DTwP)

– Oral poliovirus

– Hepatitis B

– Measles (usually without mumps or rubella)

 China also usually provides:

– “Epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis” (meningococcal 

polysaccharide vaccine)

– Japanese encephalitis vaccine (JEV)



Vaccines and International 

Adoption

 Commonly missed vaccines in the country of origin

– Rotavirus

– Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib)

– Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine

– Hepatitis A

– Mumps and rubella

– Varicella (Chickenpox)

– Influenza

– Human papilloma virus

– Meningococcal conjugate 



Vaccines and International 

Adoption

 Immigration and Nationality Act

– Anyone seeking US residence must show proof of age-

appropriate vaccination 

– Waiver for children < 10 years of age

 Parents must sign that they will get the child their first dose of 

vaccines within 30 days of arrival in the US

– If adopted from countries not part of the Hague 

Convention, can also receive a vaccine waiver



Valid Immunization Record

 Only written documentation should be 

accepted as evidence of previous vaccination

 Comparable with US or WHO schedules

– Dates of administration

– Number of doses

– Time interval between doses

– Age of patient at the time of immunization 



Aid to Translate Foreign 

Vaccine Records



Concerns About Vaccine 

Reliability

Hostetter and Johnson. [Abstract] Pediatr Res. 1998;43:147

Miller et al. [Letter] Pediatrics 2001;108(4):1050–1

Schulpen et al. [Letter] Lancet 2001;358:2131–2



Why Suboptimal Vaccine 

Response?

 Most worldwide vaccines are made with 
adequate quality control and are reliable

 Despite proper documentation, possible 
problems may arise from:

– Poor vaccine storage

– Expiration of product

– Improper administration (location, depth of 
injection, etc.)

– Inaccurate or fraudulent records



Two Common Options Implemented for 

Vaccination of the International Adoptees

 Reimmunize regardless of vaccine record 

– Repeating immunizations that have already been 

given is generally considered safe

OR, if documented record of vaccine primary series 

 Obtain antibody titers to the recorded vaccines 

and reimmunize only for those diseases to which 

the child has no protective titers



Serologic Testing

Lee. Pediatr Infect Dis J 2008;27351-4



Why Only Obtain Serology if the 

Primary Series Documented?

Roper et al. Lancet 2007;370:1947–59
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More Recent Serologic Studies

Viviano et al. Vaccine 2006;24(19):4138–43.

Verla-Tebit et al. Arch Pediatr Adolesc Med 2009;163(5):473–9.

Staat et al. Vaccine 2010;28:7947-55



Acceptable Approach to 

Vaccination Evaluation

“In general, written documentation of 

immunizations can be accepted as 

evidence of adequacy of previous 

immunization if the vaccines, dates of 

administration, number of doses, 

intervals between doses, and age of 

the child at the time of immunization 

are consistent internally and are 

comparable to current US or World 

Health Organization schedules.”
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Complete Age-appropriate 

Vaccines

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html



17https://www.vacscheduler.org/scheduler.html?v=patient



Summary

 Internationally adopted children are generally 

underimmunized

 Written documentation of immunizations can be 

accepted as evidence of adequacy of previous 

immunization if the vaccines

 A careful review the vaccine record can help 

guide immunization catch-up



Resources

 http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/index.html

 http://www.adoption.state.gov/

– Department of State’s intercountry adoption website

 http://www.immunize.org/

 http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html

 https://www.vacscheduler.org/scheduler.html?v=patient

 Red Book 2015 Report of the Committee on Infectious Diseases

http://www.adoption.state.gov/
http://www.immunize.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/child-adolescent.html


Questions?


