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Youth Firesetting in the United States

» Between 2007 and 2011, an average of 49,300 fires involving playing
with fire were reported to U.S. fire departments per year.

» These fires caused annual averages of 80 civilian deaths, 860 civilian
injuries, and $235 million in property damage.

* The magority of structure fires in homes caused by play were started by
males (83%). Fortg-three percent of the fires weré started by a child
under the age of 6.

Source: Playing with Fire, Richard Campbell, March 2014
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Youth Firesetting in the United States

« Younger children were more likely to set fires in homes, while older
children and teenagers are more likely to set fires outside.

» Residential fires caused by children are more common in July and peak
between the hours of 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.

« Qutside fires started by older children and teenagers are more common
in July and peak between the hours of 3 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Source: Playing with Fire, Richard Campbell, March 2014




Common Youth Firesetting Motives




YFIT Methodology




YFIT Methodology

* Children enter via the courts or voluntarily.

» Child and parents are interviewed.
 Fire Stoppers Children’s Fire Prevention Program of Washington.

* The forms give the non-clinical user a broad picture of the child.
* The forms provide a composite score.

» A composite score of 12 or more should be referred for further
services and the child may be at a higher risk for firesetting.



YFIT Methodology

, -year olds, 5-6 year olds, 7-9 year
ns with special needs.






YFIT Session 2 - Impact on the community
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YFIT Session 3 - Legal
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YFIT - Why it works
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Questions




