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What We’ll Cover TodayWhat We’ll Cover Today

• Identify the major generational differences across lifespan 
development that contribute to a digital divide between 
parents/caregivers and their student/child

• Understand the educational technology landscape and 
the public education approach to students and technology

• Provide information, resources and tips to parents to 
support their parenting goals
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Baby Boomers – Born 1946 to 1964



Generation X – Born 1965 to 1976



Millenials or Gen Y – Born 1977 to 1995



Gen Z, Centennials – Born 1996 to Present



Gen Z and Technology: 
What Are They Thinking?
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The Teenage BrainThe Teenage Brain





‘But It’s for My Homework’:
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Tech Types: 
What Kids are Getting from Schools

Tech Types: 
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• Tablets

• Laptops

• Hotspots/ Wifi

• Grade Monitoring/ Checking 
(Student Information 
Systems)

• Teacher Websites 

• Google Drive/Classroom

• Teacher/Parent 
Communication Tools and 
Systems

• Learning Apps and Sites



The Key to Dealing with School Tech:
Ask the Right Questions
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Social Media: 
The Other Side of the Digital Landscape
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• Social media can strengthen relationships.
• Can use to do good in the world --- reach out 

to volunteer, create community, be inclusive
• Most kids just having fun, according to the 

Pew Research Internet Project:
– 57 percent of all teens have made new 

friends online
– 84 percent of boys who play networked 

games with friends feel more connected 
when they play online 

– 68 percent of teen social media users 
have had online friends support them 
through tough or challenging times

Of course, face-to-face social skills are still 
important!

http://www.pewinternet.org/2015/08/06/teens-technology-and-friendships/


Practical Tips for Common Sense 
Parenting with Social Media
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Thank You!!Thank You!!
Samara Crawford Herrera, MSW

Director of Engagement
Main (816) 418-7624 / scrawfordherrera@kcpublicschools.org

Courtney Adams
Family and Community Engagement Coordinator

Main (816) 418-7455 / cadams1@kcpublicschools.org

Camila Alvarez
Engagement Services Coordinator

Main (816) 418-7455 / calvarez@kcpublicschools.org
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